
 SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 
VIRTUAL MEETING 
APRIL 13, 2020 

 
 
A special virtual meeting of the School Committee was held at 5:00 P.M. on Monday, April 13, 2020 with 
the following members present:  Nicole Nial, Chair, Jaime Wallace, Vice-Chair, David Maurer, Rachel 
Meredith-Warren and Thomas Dalton.  Also present was John Macero, Superintendent; David Ljungberg, 
Assistant Superintendent; Martha Bakken, Assistant Superintendent and Lauren Celi, Director of 
Finance. 
 
Also joining the meeting was Kathy Martin, Director of Technology and Jonathan Pohorilak, STA 
President  
 
Chair N. Nial called the meeting of the School Committee to order at 5:00 P.M.  
 

A. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

B. Approval of Minutes 
 
ACTION:  A motion was made by T. Dalton and seconded by J. Wallace to approve the minutes 
of April 6, 2020. The motion was approved unanimously by roll call. 
 
D. Maurer joined the meeting at 5:05 P.M. 
 

C. COVID-19 Continued Education Update 
 

Superintendent Macero reported that federal waivers were given to all 50 states to cancel test-
administration requirements this spring and that the Massachusetts Legislature has approved a 
bill that waives the MCAS test administration requirement this spring.  The new law also gives 
Education Commissioner Jeffrey Riley the option of waiving the mandate that seniors in the 
Class of 2020 meet the MCAS requirements for graduation.  There is a meeting with the 
Commissioner tomorrow afternoon and it is hoped that the Commissioner will leave it to 
districts to determine which students have met local graduation requirements. 
 
Superintendent Macero reminded everyone that we will be working through April vacation and 
that next Monday is a holiday so there will be no school.  The last day of school is June 15th. 
 
David Ljungberg reported that they are in the process of putting care packages together for 
families in need that will include construction paper, scissors, crayons, etc.  Superintendent 
Macero added that gift cards have been delivered to all students who qualify for free and 
reduced lunch through the Cards for Community program.  The program surpassed their goal of 
$20,000. 
 
Kathy Martin reported that Wednesday, April 15th, is the last day to pick up Chrome Books.  If 
any families are having tech issues, please email helpdesk@stonehamschools.org  We still have 
five families without internet access but hope to resolve this soon. 
 

mailto:helpdesk@stonehamschools.org


School Committee Meeting   
April 13, 2020 

T. Dalton gave an update on the letter that the School Committee sent to the Attorney General 
last week regarding financial equity of getting internet access to all families.  He received an 
email from the Attorney General connecting us to a member of her staff, Angela Brooks.  In a 
phone conversation with Angela, she said that they were very interested in the issues raised and 
that they have heard similar issues from other districts.  She asked that we let her know if we 
experience any specific family to family problems and was extremely supportive. 
 
Superintendent Macero updated the Committee on transportation invoices for the balance of 
the school year.  The SEEM Board of Directors met today and have a subcommittee working 
with the bus companies and hope to have a settlement within the next couple of weeks.  L. Celi 
added that our attorney is finalizing a revised contract with North Suburban, our regular 
transportation company, and hope to have it available for School Committee approval soon. 
 

D. Release of Executive Session Minutes 
 

Chair N. Nial stated that she has reviewed all Executive Session minutes dated July 15, 2015 
through June 6, 2019 with the Superintendent and recommended the following minutes remain 
confidential:  August 24, 2017; September 28, 2017; March 27, 2018 and March 7, 2019.  All 
other minutes can be released for public record.   
 
ACTION:  A motion was made by T. Dalton and seconded by J. Wallace to release for public 
record the following Executive Session minutes:  July 23, 2015; October 15, 2015; December 10, 
2015; January 21, 2016; May 12, 2016; July 26, 2016; March 9, 2017; March 23, 2017; December 
7, 2017; January 25, 2018; March 8, 2018; April 5, 2018; July 23, 2018; March 21, 2019; May 9, 
2019; May 23, 2019; May 29, 2019 and June 6, 2019.  The motion was approved unanimously by 
roll call. 
 

E. Correspondence/Discussion/New Items 
 
R. Meredith-Warren updated the Committee on the Superintendent’s evaluation.  She met with 
the Superintendent remotely last week and they are recommending that the evaluation process 
be suspended until at least May 4, 2020.  It was requested that this item be placed on the next 
agenda for discussion. 

 
F. Adjourn 

 
ACTION:  A motion was made by J. Wallace and seconded by T. Dalton to adjourn.  The motion 
was approved unanimously by roll call. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:32 P.M. 
 
 

 


